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WHAT REFORMS DOES JUDAISM IN ENGLAND MOSTLY 
REQUIRE ? 


In resuming this subject, the importance of which must be ob- 
vious to every one who admits the existence of abuses in the affairs 
of the Jewish congregations in England, we have not lost sight of 
the synagogue, which certainly is the focus of modern Jewish inte- 
rests, in whatever country we are scattered. The synagogue is 
the great meeting-place of all classes of society, and thence pro- 
ceed the management and regulation of congregational affairs. 
But it must be remembered that the primitive idea of the syna- 
gogue was not that of a place for prayer only, but for religious 
devotion generally. It was intended to be a house of prayer, of 
religious meditation, religious study, and religious instruction. 
We frequently read, in the Talmud, that the Rabbies used to read 
and study the law in the synagogue after prayer, and some even 
during prayer. Indeed, religious instruction appears to have been 
the predominant feature of the synagogue after the Jewish polity. 
When the temple, with its magnificent service, was destroyed, 
when sacrifices and sacerdotal ceremonials ceased, when the 
splendour of the glorious temple-service made room for the sim- 
ple gathering in a synagogue, religious instruction supplied the 


vacuuin, and the learning and eloquence of Jewish teachers and | 


Rabbies sounded forth in the less elegant and less pompous, but 
equally devotional, synagogue-service subsequent to the destruc- 
tion of the temple. Spite of the mandates issued by the Romans 


and Greeks—under which sceptres the Jews then alternately suf- _ 


fered and croaned—spite of the armed forces which often rushed 


into the synagogue, or house of study, to prevent the promulga- | 


tion of the Jewish law—spite of all the obstacles which the hatred 
of Judaism threw in their way, the Jews still met, prayed, stu- 


died, and taught, aye, with a devotion and religious fervour which — 
must shame our present cool, tame, mock glory, and mock — 
There was none of that distinction of class, there was | 
no preference shewn to wealth, there were no trumpet-tongued | 
offerings ; but there was that genuine solemnity and that un- | 


solemnity. 


tutored religious ardour which is expressed in the term devotion, 
Notwithstanding all their political difficulties, their synagogues 
were always well attended, if not crowded; and their religious 
lastruction trained thousands of disciples, who subsequently 
became the brightest ornaments of Israel, and the fame of whose 
learning and piety extorted respect even from their cruel and 
haughty oppressors. Is it not, then, discreditable to us, that, in 


our age, when Jews enjoy the same privilege of worshipping their | 


God in their own form as those of other creeds, without the 
slightest restriction—that in our age of liberty and freedom, the 


/ synagogues should be so thinly attended as they frequently are on 
| the Sabbath, particularly the New Synagogue, Great St. Helen’s, 


One. 


the Hambro’, and St. Alban’s, so that there is sometimes hardly 
a score to be seen? The official benches are either entirely 
deserted, or one of the officers sits in a solitary corner, himself 
ashamed at the apathy of his colleagues, But the idea of reli- 
gious instruction is entirely lost sight of. Our sermons are like 
the “‘ angels’ visits” at all the synagogues, excepting the Great 
There are no lectures delivered in the afternoon at smaller 
synagogues, as is the custom abroad, where, in large towns, the 
word of God is preached, and the ‘lesson of the day expatiated 
upon, in ten or twenty places (0°2'3'D). Indeed, those who have 
only the Sabbath to devote to religious study, and who are really 
anxious to learn, have no opportunity of quenching their thirst 
for knowledge in the synagogue, and resort to places not all in 
unison with the sacred day appointed for religious meditation. 

Whilst, then, the original purpose of the synagogue, religiow 
instruction, is completely neglected, we really think the quibbling 
about the recital of one or two prayers or poems more or less out 
of time and place. It appears very trivial in sight of the gigantic 
abuses which are allowed to stalk abroad untouched, and which 
strike at the root of Judaism in England. It reminds us of the 
passenger who, during the rising of a dreadful tempest, having 
heard the order of the captain that everything dispensable should 
be thrown overboard to lighten the vessel, seized some rare and 
valuable manuscripts, which he was sent to carry to a far country, 
and cast them into the sea. If we wish to lighten our burdens; 
the curtailment of the prayers will not very materially contribute 
to it. We have much weightier abuses pressing on us, and call- 
ing for reform, Let us inquire into the causes of these malig- 
nant diseases before we prescribe for accidental cases of slight 
disorders. Let us look to the stem of the tree before we clip its 
branches. We deem it our bounden duty to repeat that the 
whole system of Jewish affairs in England is sadly out of joint, 
and requires a thorough and methodical repair. 

First and foremost of the great evils existing in our affairs, we 
repeat, is that of a want of good education. This subject we 
began to treat on in our last number; but it is impossible to 
exhaust it. The more we examine the machinery of our public 
and private education, the more we feel justified in observing that 
its inefficiency is the primary cause of all the other abuses exist- 
ing among us. We have instanced the superiority of the free 
school in Hamburgh over that in London ; and we shall take an 
early opportunity of describing the educational establishments for 
the poor at Frankfort, Berlin, and other continental towns, the 
Jewish inhabitants of which cannot boast of a tithe of the wealth 
possessed by the Jews of London. ‘These charitable institutions 
abroad supply the congregations with religious teachers and Rab- 
bies, some of whom enjoy a great literary reputation and eminence ; 
and they are not ashamed to own the schools in which they were 
educated, and to express their grateful acknowledgments to these 
establishments. The educational establishments for English 
Jews can boast of nothing of the kind. A reader (71M) is the 
utmost which they can shew as the fruits of a long-standing 
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establishment ; but even in that species of fruit our trees are so 
rare, that the majority of our synagogue functionaries are impor- 
tations from the Continent. Our Beth Hamidrash, or Rabbinical 
Gollege (we are almost ashamed to give it that name) is a disgrace 
to the Jewish community in England. Its confined and filthy 
locality ; its neglect of the splendid library accumulated by the 
late Chief Rabbi, consisting of thousands of printed volumes and 
MSS., some of which are highly valuable; its entire want of 
order and regulation, reflect great dishonour on the Jews of this 
country. Its very catalogue shews an ignorance unparalleled in 
the records of. literature. It was given to a Polish ‘tailor, who 
knew nothing about the matter, and the whole of the transaction 
was aregplar jobbery. We could fill pages in enumerating the 
unfitness of our educational establishments. The absence of a 
Jewish lecturer from the list of the Leciure Session of the 


Jewish Literary and Scientific Institution, to which attention has 


been drawn in our journal by several subscribers to that esta- 
blishment, speaks londly in corroboration of the want of ,educa- 
tion amongst the Jews. For either the gentlemen of the 
committee of Sussex Hall have not taken the trouble of seeking 
Jews able to deliver a lecture, or they are not to be found. In 
either case the state is most deplorable. 

But we are compelled to drop this grievance of grievances, the 
educational apathy for the present, to draw attention to another 
abuse in the relief of the body, urged upon us by a dreadful case 
of destitution, which for the second time appears in our advertis- 
ing columns. We allude to the system of affording medical 
relief to the poor. ‘To this subject we drew attention just twelve 
months ago. In our Journal of [8th October 1848, we had a 
leading article, headed ‘* Medical Advice for the Jewish Poor.” 
We deprecated the regulations in that department, because a case 
was then brought under our notice, in which a child had died 
evidently from want of proper medical advice. A still more 
heart-rending case is that which has recently occurred in Union- 
street, where a mother and two children have fallen victims to 
disease, the principal cause of which, if not the primary one, was 
Destirurion. We shudder at the announcement of this fact. 
Death from starvation or destitution was never heard of among 
us. It used to be our boast, and an admission made by our 
Christian brethren, the Jews were charitable to each other; 
that you never beard of death from starvation or destitution. 
What shall we say now? Go to Union-street and see the 
wretched family now, after they have been relieved, after three 
persons have died, and another child is in a very weak state—go 
and hear the tale told and corroborated by eye-witnesses, and 
you will no more boast as you did before. Now the great ques- 
tion has been asked by many charitable people who have hastened 
to the relief of the family, why did not the Jewish doctor 
appointed to call, when he saw the state of destitution in the 
family, immediately inform the Jewish authorities, or other people 
ready to afford relicf to the case? Why was nearly a fortnight 
allowed to elapse, during which two lives were sacrificed, and a 
third followed, before the alarim-bell for relief was struck? But 
the whole system of medical relief to the Jewish poor, which costs 
the joint board no less than £18u a-year for attendance, besides 


the expense of diugs and medicine, is corrupt and rotten. Let 
us repeat what we have said before :— 


We have before us a form of application, headed, “Great Syna- 
aocur, Duxr's-Prace, Mepican Department. Medical attendant, 
Dr. Van Oven, 3, South-street, Finsbury.” Dr. Van Oven is undoubt- 
edly an experienced and skilful physician. It happens, however, that 
the octor does not reside at No.3, South-street, Finsbury, but in 
Gower-street, Bedford-square. It would be a matter of indifference 
where the Doctor resided, so long as he attended at the place where 
the applicants are appointed to cali— South-street — but the first para- 
graph we now come to forms a sequel to the address, which we can- 
hot pass over without comment. _It reads thus: — 


ist. —** The medical attendant may be consulted at home every 
morning, Saturdays and Holidays excepted, at twelve o'clock” A late 
hour, indeed, to see patients, particularly the poor, who are occupied 


at that time with the pursuit of getting bread for their families. The 


exception of Saturdays and Holidays ought also to be qualified. Sup. 
pose a poor person is suddenly seized with illness during the Holidays, 
which at the present time last two days, and the Saturday immediately 
follows, is that person to wait three whole days to obtain medical 
advice ? 
believe it to be practically. ‘The idea is monstrous. 

2nd.—* All messages delivered before twelve o’clock will be attended 
to promptly ; but, if delivered after twelve o'clock, the patient will not 
be visited until the following day.” 
too severely restrictive. Suppose a poor person is taken ill at twelve 
o'clock, or a little after, and, consequently, that his message cannot be 
delivered at the appointed hour, must he wait till the following day ? 
It is true, the paragraph concludes, ‘* Nor will they be attended to on 
Saturdays or Holidays, except in cases of accidents, or sudden attacks,” 
Thanks to the charitable consideration of the framer of these regula- 
tions for this proviso. But, we ask, even in cases where there is no 
accident, or sudden attack, ought twenty-four hours to be suffered to 
elapse (which they may, according to the above regulation) before the 
patient receives medical attendance,,;and, in many cases, relief from 
excruciating pains ? 

Another question we feel bound, in the discharge of a public duty, 
to ask. As the Doctor resides at so great a distance from the localities 
of the Jews, who attends * at home,” as the above form has it (though 
that **at home” means South-street, Finsbury), for the Doctor? We 
repeat, that our queries have not a particle of personal motive, but are 
solely dictated by the necessities, and, we regret to add, the complaints 
of the poor, who have no other means of bringing them prominently 
before the public (and it is hoped before the leaders of the congrega- 
tion), than through the medium of the public press. These complain- 
ants have a right to ask, ‘ Are the places made for the men, or are tlie 
men made for the places?” 


Now we are informed that, on Tuesday last, the father of the 
distressed family, finding the girl alluded to very ill, sent before 
twelve for the doctor, and yet up to six o’clock in the evening 
there was no medical advice. We will not vouch for this fact ; 
but enough has transpired to urge an immediate inquiry into this 
horrible case. However glad we are to receive the numerous re- 
sponses made to the appeal in our journal, and to one made by the 
Rev. Mr. Marks in the Margaret-street Synagogue, yet we shall not 


fee] satisfied till a proper investigation has taken place, and sifted 


the matter to the bottom. Should that investigation be delayed. 
a memorial ought to be presented to the joint boards (signed by 
every one who interested themselves in the case), praying for the 
institution of an inquiry without further delay. 

Are we, then, not right in again inviting genuine Jewish 
reformers to set about inquiring, ** What Reform does Judaism in 
England mostly require ?” 


THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,— Whether the Jews will or will not be restored to their own 
dear native Palestine, has been a question of much discussion amongst 
Christians of all denominations. Scripture against Scripture, chapter 
against chapter, and verse against verse, have been placed in battle array; 
and whilst the conflict rages, were the son of Nun to bid the sun to 
stand still upon Gibeon until the combat ceased, the sun itself would 
be weary ofrest, and sigh for peace amongst the children of men. __ 

The blear-eyed bigot, who shuts the gates of heaven, and props his 
back against them, proclaims aloud, “‘ No admission except on suffer- 
ance—the sufferance of the cross.” He knows of no earthly Jeru- 
salem for Judaism : with him it is eternally, “Hep! hep! Hierosolyma 
est perdita —Jerusalem is lost!” The zealous Nazarene, who would 
gladly fling the gates of Paradise wide open for our reception, who 
would bid us a hearty welcome as heaven's high-prized citizens, who 
would gladly reach us the olive-branch, and twine it around the cross, 
sees in his visionary Jerusalem once more the “princess among the 
tbe ware ;” and her children, too, he beholds prostrate on Calvary § 

oly heights, worshipping their Maker in the ‘‘ Son of Man.” The more 
generous Christian, who feels for a nation as he would feel for aD 
individual, who recognises in the humble Israelite the fellow-country- 
man and the co-religionist of his Saviour and the apostles, conten@s; 
and contends not in vain, that there are yet bright prospects in store for 
Judaism ; once mere he fancies Mosaism to flourish triumphantly on 
Zion's hills, and, a change coming * over the spirit of his dream, 


So it certainly appears, from the paper before us, and so we 


This clause appears to us aiso ax 
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hears the virgin daughter of Judah once more tune her melodious 
harp, singing merrily, “ Lo! the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone; the flowers appear on the earth, and the time of singing is 
come. 

But whilst the contending Nazarenes dispose of Palestine and 
Mosaism, each in full sacontanes with the peculiar essence of his 
effervescent zeal, what says the poor Jew, who is the innocent cause 
of all this theological strife? Ask him, ‘Will the Jews again be 
restored to their native Palestine?” and he will refer you to his 
greatest authority on earth: “ The Lord thy God will turn thy cap- 
tivity, and have compassion upon thee; and will return and gather 
thee from all nations whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.” 


This is the golden age in the womb of futurity, which constantly up- — 


holds the desponding Israelite under the bitterest tribulation; this is 
the goal of his dearest and fondest hopes ; awake or asleep, at the 
altar or at the mart, in prosperity or misfortune, Jerusalem, dearly, 
fondly cherished Jerusalem, is engraven in the innermost recesses of 
his heart, never, never to be erased. Thus, whilst the heathen! poet 
looked back tothe past for the excellence of a bygone golden age, the 
Israelite, with unfading hopes and undying faith, still beholds in per- 
spective that glorious vision of a golden age yet to come, which every 
generation lives in the hopes of attaining. ‘* Whoever goes into the 
grave,” says Leopold Dukes, “ without having lived to see its attain- 
ment, can at least take the hope with him, that his successors will be 
more fortunate than himself.”? And yet, good Heavens! this fond 
remembrance, this doating and undying love for the land of his fathers, 
which forms such a bright feature in the character of the Jew, has 
been held up before an honourable and enlightened assembly as a just 
and sufficient cause for his disfranchisement ! 

O how I pity the man, from my soul I pity him, who is so soulless, 
mindless, and heartless, as to deem that a defect which ought to excite 
his unqualified sympathy and approval. Fancy, for a moment, an 
Englishman, from causes over which he has no control, wafted across 
the Atlantic to an American shore. For years he abides there, and, 
according to the laws of the land, he becomes a naturalised citizen. 
The Englishmen loves his adopted country, and his loyalty excites the 
praise and admiration of his fellow-denizens; but lo! the unwar 
Briton, one day, in the fervour of his soul, exclaims, “ inalandl 
beloved England, ‘ land of the brave and the free,’ my soul still clings 
to thee.” Now, shew me the man, be he the noblest and the wealthiest 
that ever trod on America’s shore—shew me the man, if man he be, 
who would say that this doating Englishman has thereby forfeited his 
rights as a citizen; and I would say, I would rather, ten thousand 
times rather, be this disfranchised Englishman, I would rather remain 
the disowned alien in the land I love, than own the heart of such a 
free-born man. 

But whilst all orthodox and patriotic Jews look forward, with hopes 
unfaded and faith unshaken, towards the final fulfilment of that hea- 
venly promise of restoration which for eighteen dark and dreary cen- 
turies has been their solace in exile and misery, whilst they look 
forward to the repossession of Palestine with as much certainty as we 
look for the rising of the daily sun, there is yet one point whereon 
there is much of conjecture and speculation. How will the Jews be 
restored? Will a great and glorious Messiah lay prostrate the 
nations of the earth, and bid the eagles in the air to bring the scattered 
Israelites on their expanded wings? Will the days of miracles* again 
be revived as of yore, when the God of the Hebrews said, * Let my 
people go, that they may serve me’? Or, will a second Cyrus pro- 
claim, ** Let the house be built”? Will a true Barcochab,‘ with glorious 


' Vide “ Zur Kenntniss der neuhebritischen religiosen Poesie. p. 72. 
Leopold Dukes, Frankfurt am Main, 1842.” | 

> “ Wer ins Grab stieg ohne dies erlebt zu haben, konnte wenigstens die 
Hoffnung mitnehmen, dass seine Nachkommen gliicklicher sein wiirden.” 

> Maimonides, in his ‘‘ Yad Hachazakah,”’ says, “ Do not suppose that it 
is needful the King Messias should perform either signs or wonders (such 
a8 inverting the order of nature, or resuscitating the dead, or other miracu- 
lous deeds), according to the opinion which fools entertain of him. Such is 
not the case,” etc. Not having the original work at hand, I take this quota- 
tion from the English version in the fHebrew Review, vol.ii. p.366 5 a work 
which reflects the very highest credit on its editors, but, alas! very little 
upon its supporters, or, rather, non-supporters. 

* Whatever may be said of the assumed Messiahship of Barcochab, he was 
evidently an extraordinary character. Whoever reads the little we know of 
this man’s history with judgment and attention, will find that, among the 
many crimes and sins imputed to him, not the least was that unpurdonall- 
one, the crime of being wnfortunct:. ‘He seems,” says that excellent his- 
torian, Milman, “to have been a man of no common vigour and ability ; 
but, unhappily, this second Jewish war had no Josephus, and the whole 
history of the campaigns, where the Jews manifestly gained great advantages, 
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majesty, sparkle in the horizon over “a people scattered and peeled, 
whose land the rivers have spoiled"? Willhe close up the breaches 
thereof, and raise up the ruins, and build it as in the days of old? 
Will he, with “grace poured into his lips,” enrapture the world, and 
stand triumphant, “fairer than the children of men”? or, shall he 
conquer with meekness, and be “ the despised and rejected of men” ? 
Will he “ deal prudently,” and be “ exalted, extolled, and very high” ? 
or, must he first be ** bruised for our iniquity,” that the “ chastisement 
of our peace come upon him, and with his stripes we be healed’ ? 
Must he, like a mighty warrior, “ with dyed garments from Bozra,” 
wade his way through opposing squadrons? or, shall he, with “ the 


Spirit of wisdom and understanding, smite the earth with the rod of 


his mouth” ? Will the order of nature be inverted, that we may have 
signs and wonders? or, must we expect in him a second Maccabee, 
who will re-establish the kingdom of David, whose valour will out- 
shine all wonders, whose patriotism will outdo all miracles ? 

But whilst we must leave it to learned divines and theologians to 
enlighten us on these topics, let us examine the question as mere lay- 
men. Firstly, Zlow far is the restoration of the Jews by mere mortal 
aid practicable ? Secondly, Can we reasonably suppose that the 
attempt at such a restoration would be repugnant to the will of 
Providence. | 

1. One ofthe greatest difficulties which stands most prominently in 
the way of the restoration of the Jews by mere mortal aid is, the im- 
pression which is indelibly fixed in the heart of every religious Jew, 
that none but a heaven-inspired Messiah can accomplish this import- 
ant mission. Hence, were the most powerful empire on earth to 
undertake their restoration, the Jews (unless convinced by ocular 
demonstration that such was Heaven's will) would. themselves have 
but little confidence in its successful issue. Some would absolutely 
refuse to emigrate to Palestine ; and those who, out of great love and 
patriotism, might eagerly embrace the opportunity of once more 
beholding the land of their fathers, would feel most bitterly disap- 
pointed on finding that, even in Jerusalem, with every freedom and 
encouragement, Mosaism, without a direct miracle from hearen, could 
never again be re-established in its original splendour. Were the 
temple once more reared on its ancient foundation, were the priests 
ready at the altar, and nothing else were wanting but the fire from 
heaven, no priest dare proceed with his office, for no strange fire 
must come upon the altar of God. What kind of Jewish restoration, 
then, is practicable ? and how far can we expect it from mortal aid ? 

Judge Noah, who is no visionary, has pointed out to us the rapid 
advancement of the Christian power. He shows us Turkey deprived 
of Greece, Russia assailing the wandering hordes of the Caucasus; he 
points to England's contests with the native princes of India, and its 
war with China; France he beholds carrying its victorious arms 
through the north of Africa ; and Russia he sees, with a steady glance 
and firm step, approaching ‘Turkey in Europe. ‘“ England,” says he, 
“must possess Egypt, as affording the only secure route to her pos- 
sessions in India through the Red Sea. Then Palestine, thus placed 
between the Russian possessions and Egypt, reverts to its legitimate 
proprietors, and for the safety of the surrounding nations, the Jews 
are placed there, by and with the consent of the Christian powers 
This hypothesis of our highly gifted co-religionist has been good 
humouredly sneered at by the “ Athenaum” (one of the most respect- 
able periodicals in this land, and one which, for the last thirteen years, 
to my certain knowledge, bas constantly and invariably shewn a most 
friendly disposition towards our race); and yet far more unlikely 
things have taken place in this wonderful world of ours. When the 
American printer Franklin visited England, and foresaw the future 
greatness of his native land, he too was sneered at, but what were 
the * Colonies” then are now the United States. Let but the spirit 
of democracy make the same rapid progress in the next half century, 
as it has done in the preceding one, and what is humble Palestine 
now will yet rise into the Republic of Judea. Vhe European powers 
will not need to put themselves to the trouble of restoring the Jews 
individually or collectively. Let them but confer upon Palestine a 
constitution like that of the United States, where every man, by a 
three vears’ residence, acquires the rights of citizenship, and the Jews 
will restore themselves. ° hey would then go cheerfully and willingly, 
and would there piously bide their time for a heaven-inspired Mes- 
siah, who is to restore Mosaism to its original splendour. They 
would go, and what is now a barren, desolate, and impoverished wil- 


— 


and in which the most able general of Rome, Severus, found it expedieat to 
act on the defensive, and reduce the provinces rather by blockade and famice 
than by open war, can only be made out from three short chapters of Dion 
Cassius, occasional brief notices in other authors, and the legends of the 
Talmud.” —//istory of the Jews, vol. iii. p. 118. 
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derness, would again become a land flowing with milk and honey, as 
it was in the days of yore. 

2. Can we reasonably suppose, that the attempt to restore the 
Jews would be repugnant to the will of Providence ?® Reason and 
Scripture teach us that God is merciful. If justice demand punish- 
ment, it also decrees pardon after punishment. The religion of 
Moses teaches us not of an eternal,® infinite, endless punishment. The 
blackest deeds in the vocabulary of human crime cannot deserve 
eternal punishment (as we understand the term). It is, in fact, an 
invention of man ; to Moses belongs not the dishonour of its discovery. 
When that great and glorious legislator asked the Omnipotent to 
shew him his glory, heaven granted his request, as a father would 
zrant the request of a favourite child. And what was the glory which 
an Omnipotent God displayed before a mortal ? Moses asked to see 
his glory, and the Lord replied, “I will make all my goodness’ pass 
vefore thee.” The Lord’s glory is his goodyess! Ask a mortal to 
show you his glory, and what a display we have of horses and chariots, 
of gold and silver, of mirrors and fountains, of lace and feathers, of 
‘amps and torches, and ribbands and medals, and garters and coro- 
nets, and haggard faces and wrinkled brows too! God’s glory is his 
coodness. And how did he show Moses his goodness? ‘ And the 
Lord passed before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
‘ruth, keeping mercy for thousands [of generations], forgiving iniquity, 
and transgression, and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation.” Were we see, whilst his mercy extends to thou- 
sands of generatious, iniquity he visits only to the third and fourth 
zeneration’. Thus, if-a man through sins, wickedness, and intem- 

’ The attempt made by the Emperor Julian to restore the temple and the 
religion of the Jews proved an entire failure. Our enemies will have it that 
(7/ was against us, and caused supernatural flames and terrific explosions 
to terrify and frighten away the workmen. Modern writers, however, with 
more judgment and less credulity, have assigned different causes for these 
wonderful explosions. The death of Julian put a stop to that enthusiastic 
effort, which no temporary panic could haveentirely extinguished. 

® Although we have not in the Pentateuch the least allusion to a future 
state of punishment and reward, we by no means infer therefrom that Moses 
and the Israelites were ignorant of that important truth. Mendelssohn tells 
us, “‘ Judaism boasts of no exclusive religion, of no revealed religion in the 
sense in which that term is usually taken. Revealed re/:gion is one thing, 
revealed /egeslution is another. The voice which was heard in S/nui on that 
memorable day did not say, ‘I am the Lord thy God, the eternal, self- 
existent being, omnipotent and omniscient, who reward men in a future life 
according to their works,” <All this is the universal reliyion of mankind, and 
not Judaism; and it was not the uniyersal religion of mankind, without 
which they can neither be virtuous nor saved, that was to be revealed there.” 
— Mendelssohn's Jerusalem, Samuel’s Version, ii. p.103. 

[n the Pentateuch there is no allusion to the doctrine of the immortality 
of the soul, and there are some who have been ready enough to maintain 
that the Hebrews Knew nothing ofit. T.T., in his most beautiful “* History 
of the Hebrew Kings,” which adorns the pages of the Hebrew Review, speak- 
ing of Saul before the witch of Endor, says, “ But a much more important 
fact transpires through the narration of this episode; namely, that the 
Hebrews were acquainted with the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, 
although the contrary has been maintained, because that dogma is not ex- 
pressly taught in the books of the covenant. Thcy must have known that 
the soul is immortal, since the abuse of the power which that doctrine exer- 
cises over the minds of men furnished designing persons the means of decep- 
tion and extortion. Had the Israelites been ignorant of the survival of the 
soul after the dissolution of the body; or, in other words, had they thought 
that at the moment of death the entity of man ceases, necromancers, 
against whom the law pronounces its severest penalties, could not have 
existed. If Saul had not known that the spirit of Samuel remained in full 
life although his body had been deposited in the earth, he would never have 
required the Pythoness of Endor to summon the deceased prophet from the 
scenes of tranquillity to answer his questions on future events.”—Hebrew 
Reever, vol. iii. p. 151. 

_” Mendelssohn, to whom I am indebted for the trae reading of this por- 
tion of Scripture, explains it most beautifully in his “ Jerusalem.” Herder 
evidently did not see the full beauty of this passage, for he translates it— 


“ Ich will vor deinem Angesicht I will before thy face 
All meine Schone zeigen.” All my beauty show. 


*“ Und es ist nicht umsonst, dass Moses es dem Volke so oft einzuschiirfen 
sucht: Das Gott nur bis ins dritte und vierte Glied die Siinden der Viiter 
strafe, bis ins tausendste Glied hingegen segne” (And it is not without 
—_ ap Moses so often endeavoured to impress upon the people that God 
— the sins of the parents only as far as the third and fourth generation ; 
n the other hand, his blessings he extends as far as the thousandth generae 


tion ).— Herder, Zur Religion und Theologie. Zweyter Theil, p. 178. 


| 


rance receives the due punishment of his evil deeds, unless the 
ws of nature be expressly inverted, the child will inherit his father’s 

broken constitution ; he will suffer in his parent’s deprivations, in his 
ignominy and expatriation, and the wretched criminal often ‘must live 
to see his third and fourth generation suffer the penalty of his crimes, 
though innocent themselves. We see, then, that God visits not the 
sins of the parent on the child out of revenge? Ifa child suffers for 
his parent’s iniquity, it is through a natural result, which result is 
itself the greatest punishment a sensitive parent can feel. 

Now, the principal and greatest sin our forefathers committed 
against God was idolatry, the wrath of heaven was kindled against 
them, and the first temple was destroyed. Banished and captives 
they were sent to Babylon, and as a natural result, the children par- 
took of the punishment of their parents unto the third and fourth 
generation. After seventy years’ captivity, a patriotic Jew obtained 
a great monarch’s permission, and the innocent descendants were 
restored to the land of their fathers. Again the Jews sinned, and 
the second temple fell in ruins before the Romans’ merciless torch ; 
the Israelites suffered the penalty of their transgressions. But they 
are idolators no longer. In this wide world there is not a people or 
class which is freer from idolatry, bigotry, or immorality. The most 
civilised and enlightened nation on earth is not freer from sia than 
are the modern Jews. If, then, the glory of God consists in his 
goodness ; if he visits not the sins of the parents on the children 
beyond the third and fourth generation; if the present Jews are as free 
from sin as any nation on earth, how can we reasonably suppose that 
our restoration would be repugnant to the will of Providence? If it 
is not against the will of Fiasidines that other nations should pos- 
sess kingdoms and governments, why should the Jews, who are not 
less worthy of his goodness, mercy, and forgiveness, still remain 
exiles and wanderers ? 

The Jew must and will aspire to restoration; and ‘* Heaven helps 
those who help themselves,” Those who maintain that the Jew of the 
19th century must suffer for the sins of his fathers committed in the 
Ist centnry, insult the dignity and justice of an all-merciful and just 
Providence. They conceive a god of clay, and mould him after their 
own form, and after their own image. I remain, Sir, with great 
respect, yours faithfully, Hertz Ben Pincnas. 


MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA, OCT. 5ru. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


SuSPENSION OF THE SITTING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON 
Toe Day or ATONEMENT. | 


By this opportunity you will receive a few numbers of our 
island papers. You will notice that the proceedings of the legis- 
lature were suspended during the Day of Atonement. ‘This cir- 
cumstance is indeed worthy of remark, as I do not believe that 
there is any part of the world in which the members of our faith 
more fully enjoy the advantages of general privileges than in this 
island, nor do I conceive that in any other quarter of the globe is 
a greater degree of consideration manifested towards us as a body 
than here. We have now eight gentlemen of the Hebrew persua- 
sion in the House of Assembly, which is constituted of forty- 
seven members; and, besides, there are many appointed to 
discharge distinguished and important offices of honour and trust. 
The island has lately been- much distracted by a considerable 
degree of political excitement, particulars of which, no doubt, 
you have gleaned from extracts made in the English papers. 

Our little synagogue in this town is still kept up, but I am 
extremely sorry to say, that, in consequence of the depressed 
state of the times, it requires every possible effort to collect an 
adequate sum to meet contingencies. We had a very able and 


forcible sermon from our respected minister, the Rev. Mr. Mendes, 
on Kippur (Day of Atonement). 


We extract the following from the Jamaica Despatch of Sep- 
tember 27th:— | 
PROCEEDINGs IN THE Hon. House or AssEMBLY. 
Monday, September 24th, 1849. 


Dr. Spatpine moved that the house, on its rising to-day, do adjourn 
until Thursday next. 


_ Mr. Marcu hoped not. If honourable members would only con- 
sider how short a period there was between this and the first of 
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October, and how many bills there were which it was absolutely neces- 
sary should be passed before then—amongst others, the Police Bill— 
and that if they adjourned until Thursday they would be absolutely 
throwing away two valuable days, he did not think the motion would 
be agreed to. 

Mr. Hart hoped it would be agreed to. There were seven or eight 
members who had obtained leave of absence on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, who would be sorry to be absent from any discussion which 
would come on on those days, He was one of those; his religious 
principles would prevent his attending in the house on those days. 
He was of the Jewish faith, and those days were held sacred by him ; 
and he would be sorry that any matters of importance should be dis- 
posed of in the absence of one fifth of the house, particularly matters 
of vital importance to the country. He hoped that the courtesy of 
honourable members would induce them to yield to the proposition 
made by the honourable member for Metcalfe. 


Mr. Osporn could not conceive why the house should adjourn until 


Thursday because seven gentlemen were of a different faith, while 
there were eight and thirty members who were eligible to transact the 
public business. The rules of the house declared that if seventeen 
members were present they should perform the functions of the whole. 
The seven gentlemen had asked leave of absence for Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and he was not aware of any important business to come 
on during those days in which they were peculiarly interested, except 
the Import Duty Bill, which ought to be immediately sent over the 
way, in order that the house might know its fate as early as possible. 
On Saturday the Police Bill would expire, and no act of any police- 
man in that character would be legal after that day. While, there- 
fore, he did not see any reason for the house adjourning until Thurs- 
day, there were abundant reasons why they should not do so. If there 
were any bills before the house which those gentlemen would not like 
moved in their absence, if they would express their desire to be pre- 
sent when they were brought in for discussion, he was quite sure that 
the courtesy of the house would be extended to them, and that those 
bilis would not be pressed on. But he did not think it fair that those 
seven gentlemen should ask that the whole of the public business 
should be brought to a stand. | 

Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Lucas—We did not ask anything. 

Mr. Osnorn—One at least did. 

Mr, Ilartr—Yes, I did. I unhesitatingly say, that I think the house 
ought to adjourn till Thursday. 

Mr. Carr said, there were strong reasons why they should adjourn 
until Thursday. ‘The honourable member for St. Andrew said that 
they could proceed with the business of the country if seven members 
were away; but he must remember that there were now two parties 
in the house, and if seven members of one party were away, the rest 
ot that party would be left in a minority, and he would be sorry 
to see his party left in a condition that seven members could not 
attend. He felt quite satisfied that, if seven members on the other 
side were so circumstanced, the honourable member who now opposed 
this motion would have adopted the same course which was now pro- 
posed. The honourable member said that they ought to proceed to 
send over the Import Duty Bill. They were ready to send -that bill 
over then. Ifthe other house was not sitting, it was no fault of theirs. 
They were ready to do the business ; but if the other branch of the 
legislature were not sitting, they were not responsible. Ile had heard 
about the Police Bill expiring. If he were to believe common report, 
the Police Bill was settled already ; that day’s post would, he believed, 
carry out Instmictions to the several sade ba respecting the police. 
He maintained that no inconvenience could arise from the delay of 
two days; and he sincerely hope: that the country party would agree 
to adjourn until Thursday, and not give the other party an opportu- 
hity of having a majority in consequence of the absence of seven 
influential members. 

Mr. Brockett said there was not one member more anxious that 
they should proceed with the business of the country than he was, but 
there was a certain degree of courtesy due from the members to each 
other; and when seven or eight gentlemen were prevented by reli- 
gious motives from attending, and were obliged to be absent two 
days, it was due, in courtesy to them, to adjourn over those two days. 
4 - that reason he would support the motion for adjourning until 
Thursday. | 

Mr. estce understood the proposition now made on behalf of the 
gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion was entirely upon the grounds of 
their religious principles, but he found that proposition supported by 
the honourable member for St. David entirely on the grounds that 
these seven gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion were seven members 
of his party; and these three gentlemen arose and told the house that the 


reason why they should adjourn over till Thursday was, because there | 


were seven influential gentlemen absent. He took it that it was con- 
clusive, according to the opinion of the three gentlemen who had last 
spoken, that the Jewish members, and the country party members, 
and the influential members, were synonymous in the house; buat he 
was not prepared exactly to sondeile that. Though he was willing, 
and he believed that there were some gentlemen of the Jewish persua- 
sion in the house who were aware that he was willing, that every 
courtesy should be shown to those gentlemen, still he did not think it 
was necessary to adjourn the house on their account, if it could be 
shown that there were other means of meeting their wishes and con- 
venience without delaying the public business. He viewed the ques- 
tion precisely as the honourable member for St. Andrew had viewed it. 
He was unwilling to interfere with the religious opinions of any indi- 
vidual, whether Jew, Gentile, or Mahommedan, though he believed 
there were none of the latter in this country, except a few of the 
Coolies ; and if their convenience could be met, he was anxious that 
it should be. Therefore he agreed with the honourable member for 
St. Andrew, that if there were any measure before the house at the 
discussion of which these seven gentlemen, or any of them, were 
anxious to be present, it should be postponed until Thursday; but 
that the other business of the country should inthe meantime be pro- 
ceeded with. No one would be more happy than himself to meet 
the views of those gentlemen, and he thought that arrangements 
might be made to that end. He was happy to hear from the honour- 
able member for Kingston that these gentlemen were not unanimous 
on this point. 

Mr. Lawrence had not said that. Ile said, in answer to a question, 
that they had not asked the house to adjourn. It was the honourable 
member for Metcalfe who made the motion. 

Mr. I[esior protested against the delay of public business. If 
there was any particular measure which those gentlemen desired 
should be postponed, he was willing to meet their wishes ; but he did 
not see any necessity for an adjournment over two days on the ground 
stated, hawever anxious he might be to shew courtesy to those seven 
gentlemen. 

Mr. Lawrence said, when he asked the other day for leave of 
absence on ‘Tuesday and Wednesday, it was because his religious 
principles prohibited his attending in the house on those days. 
Whether the Jewish members of the house were influential or not, 
whether they constituted a body or not, was of very little matter. 
He was much obliged to the honourable member who last spoke tor 
the compliment he had paid them, but he thought that the sugges- 
tion of the honourable member for Metcalfe should be adopted, It 
was said that the Import Duty Bill should be sent over without delay ; 
it was not their fault that it was not sent over that day, and he did 
not think it made much difference whether it went over to-morrow or 
Thursday. There was no pressing business before the house, and a 
delay of two days would not create any inconvenience. 


The house then divided :—For the motion : i9 
Against it . . 
Majority for the motion | ; 10 


The Conservative (Jamaica paper) of the same date, makes the 
following remarks on this proceeding :— 


Yesterday, being the Jewish Day of Atonement, was observed asa 
solemn fast by the gentlemen of the Hebrew persuasion residing in 
this city. Without desiring to enter into subjects which do not of 
right belong to the columns of a newspaper, we may perhaps be per- 
mitted to remark on the strange spectacle which is afforded of the 
influence on the commerce of this city exercised by the comparatively 
small body of Jews who form part of its population, The streets of 
Kingston presented yesterday almost the same appearance which dis- 
tinguishes Sunday from the ordinary business days of the week. Very 
few places of business were opened, there were no drays running 
along the streets, and indeed none of the usual signs of trafe which 
indicate a commercial city. ; 

The mere absence from business of an equal number of persons not 
in the same position as the Jews oocay in Kingston would not cause 
a similar suspension of commerce. Number has little to do with the 
matter. ‘The body of Jews residing in Kingston is comparatively 
small, and the effect of their religious observance now under consi- 
deration can only be the result of the station which they hold in our 
little business world. As speculators, merchants, and even as store- 
keepers and tradesmen, they hold in their own hands so much of the 
machinery of commerce in this town, that their withdrawal from 
business causes an immediate and effectual suspension of operations, 

We of course allude to this merely as a strange but interesting fact, 
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and we trust we may be understood as not in any manner desiring to 
exalt the importance of one class at the expense of another. We 
merely mention the circumstance as a rare fact, which does not, we 
believe, exist in any other part of her Majesty’s dominions. 


MEDICAL RELIEF TO THE JEWISH POOR. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sin, — My attention was called to your last number, by seeing 
the above heading, and remarks made thereon, by the medical 
officer of the Aldgate district of the East London Union. 

You will permit me, through the medium of your widely circu- 
lated journal, as one of the medical officers of the Spanish and 
Portuguese Jews’ Congregation, to exonerate that portion of the 
Jewish community under the above denomination, as_ being 
applicants for medical relief. I feel oonfident in making these 
assertions, from a long series of personal experience, having been 
in connection with our medical institution as pupil, aud occasional 
assistant to my predecessor, as far back as 1830, and elected one 
of the medical officers in 1843, I can fully appreciate the haras- 
sing duties of a public officer, and the necessity of not being 
overtasked by those who can claim medical advice elsewhere. 

In answer to the questions put forth by your contributor in 
reference to the poor of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews’ Con- 
gregation, they have two medical officers resident in the city, in 
their immediate districts, subject to be called on at any hour, 
whether by day or night, nor are they limited to distance. These 
medical officers have the power, without receiving an order from 
an overseer, as is the case with parish relief, of promptly attend- 
ing and prescribing, which prescriptions, averaging above 5000 
in town alone annually, are made up by dispensers entirely uncon- 
nected with the gentlemen who prescribe, and which can be 
obtained at any hour. Regarding the privatious of the poor 
suffering from disease, I must beg to call the attention of your 
contributor to the fact, tbat in cases where pecuniary assistance 
is required, a note from one of the medical officers to the secretary 
is immediately answered by a donation. I must further call the 
attention of your contribntor to another branch of our medical 
institution, the Bethlem Foundling Hospital, where patients are 
admitted who have not convenience of being nursed at. their homes. 
This establishment offers every requisite in medical and surgical 
advice; and from its ample and spacious wards, and healthy 
locality, it affords every facility for the recovery of our patients 
from disease. 

In conclusion, with the facilities and advantages above described, 
no misconception can arise to impartial minds, that the applicants 
to the Union medical officer can belong to our congregation; and 
surely the poverty and privations alluded to by that gentleman 
can have no reference to the class of patients in the congregation 
of which I am medical officer. Iam, Sir, your very obedient 


servant, EK. M.D., & L. S.A. 
Great Alie Street, November 6, 1849. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
Sin, —As a subscriber to your Journal, my attention has been 


directed to a letter signed “ Henry Hadlow, M.R.C.S., & L.S.A. ;” as 


also to a letter signed “E.L.G.” The latter states that many parish- 
ioners, being Jews, paying parish and poor-rates, were refused medical 
advice by the doctor of the parish. | 

In reference to the letter of Mr. Hadlow, who is at present medical 
officer to the Aldgate district of the East London Union, I must 
express my astonishment at his remarks respecting the applications 
made to him by the Jewish poor of his district for medical assistance. 


Having as guardian represented two parishes in the city of London | 


_ Union for some years, and being also a large rate-payer in the parish 
ot St. Botolph, Aldgate, I have yet to learn that a distinction of creed 

‘s to be made in such an important matter. I would just refer that 
gentleman to Art, 206, from the General Consolidated Order issued 
by the Poor Law Commissioners the 24th July 1847, where he will 
find the duties of the medical officer are clearly defined, without any 
distinction as to the religion of the applicant. There can therefore 


be no doubt, that a Jew who requires medical attendance, etc., has 
an equal right to claim and receive the same attention as a member 
of any other sect. It is true that the Jewish poor can obtain assist- 
ance on application to the medica] officers appointed by the Syna- 
gogues, but this cannot interfere in any way with the right of all 
poor persons (no matter what religion they profess), when needin 
such assistance, to receive the same from the officers of the district 
wherein they may reside. I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 
8, Finsbury Circus, 6th Nov. 1849. | A. Sotomon. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—I observe that, simultaneously with the publication of my 
letter on Jewish Medical Relief, your correspondent, “ E. L, G.,” 
charges the relieving and medical officers of the union with 
refusing orders and advice to the Jewish community paying 
‘‘ parish and poor rates,” without sufficiently reflecting that the 
kind of relief referred to is intended for those who, being paupers, 
do not pay the said rates through poverty; and it is not just for 
those who are contributors to a charity to be the first to become 
its recipients. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Henry Haptow, M.R.C.S. & L.S.A. 
32, Old Jewry, Nov. 5th, 1849. 


LECTURE ON THE EDUCATION OF IDIOTS AND OF 
CHILDREN OF TARDY INTELLECTS. 
From the Brighton Herald, Oct.27th, 1849. 
On Tuesday evening last, Mr. Levison, surgeon-dentist, of this 
town, gave his first lecture ** On the Education of Idiots’’ to the 


members and friends of the Literary and Scientific Institution, 
Albion Rooms. 


He introduced the subject by describing a most painful scene 
he had witnessed, more than twenty years since, in an insane 


| asylum, where a certain number of idiots were confined in a room, 


some of them chained, having the liberty of moving to the extreme 
end of their respective bonds. This scene had caused him in- 
tense suffering, and led him to reflect on the condition of such 
unfortunate beings, whose lot, he said, was less joyous or natural 
than that which animals experienced, as the latter could exercise 
their limbs with perfect freedom, and inhale the fresh air, etc. 
Mr. Levison stated that idiots were brought into the world with 
defective mental capacities—often with imperfect external senses, 
and with malformed bodies. To aggravate their misery, they 
had heretofore been abandoned, as if altogether incapable of being 
improved, either physically, morally, or intellectually. But, he 
said, he should prove to them that this fatal doom resulted from 
an ignorance of the organic laws of the brain; and because it had 
not been known that improvement could with certainty be calcu- 
lated on, when it was recognised that the manifestation of the 
different mental faculties depended on the degrees of activity of 
the brain and nerves of the external senses. He should there- 
fore have the satisfaction of submitting to them important facts, 
to prove that when these laws were applied to cultivate the defec- 
tive powers of the unfortunate beings for whom he pleaded, it 
would be recognised that in scarcely any case would there be an 
entire failure, whilst in most instances there would result a great 
improvement. This problem, he said, had been triumphantly 
solved in France, as he should show them in his next lecture ; 
and lately an institution for the education of the idiot had been 
established in this country, and so far it was found that the 
system answered extremely well. After showing by a series of 
drawings, skulls, brains, etc., how to ascertain the mental condi- 
tion of idiots, he said that prior to the discovery of the illustrious 
Dr. Gall, there existed great difficulty in ascertaining theelative 
degrees of idiocy, or the amount of their relative capaciy: And 
to confirm these statements, Mr. Levison submitted a number of 
anatomical and physiological details, shewing that sufficient data 
existed to prove that the brains of partial idiots indicated relative 
but not absolute deficiency ; that in the lowest organisations, the 
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oor beings could distinguish relatives from strangers, particular 
kinds of food, and also different places, which proved that they 
possessed certain perceptive faculties, such as individuality, form, 
size, etc., which, when trained according to the system he should 
explain, would enable them to acquire a knowledge of written 
signs and oral sounds, and thus learn to draw, to write, and to 
read. 

This part of the lecture was illustrated with some most excel- 
lent cases, confirmatory of the above statements, and with some 
apposite remarks on memory, as a qualitive function of each of 
the perceptive faculties, showing that it (memory) could not be 
regarded as a faculty itself; which, with other observations, were 
well worthy of the attention of metaphysicians, who speak of 
memory as a primitive faculty. Mr. Levison also clearly defined 
the physiological difference of cases of futuity as contradistin- 
guished from «docy; and his remarks on the injudiciousness of 
overstimulating the mental powers of precocious children were 
much to the purpose. 

(To be concluded in our nect.) 


Turin, 25th Oct.—The equalisation of the Jews in Italy with 
their Christian brethren is an act which has come so sudden] 
that resistance to the measure is still offered by the people, used 
to the prejudices and arrogance of Catholicism. This is evidenced 
by the curious petitions which have recently been laid before the 
Chamber of Deputies. One prayed that all Jews should be sent 
to Jerusalem, and a descendant of King David be placed on the 
throne. Another, from Acqui, demanded that the people should 
be permitted to plunder the Jewish Ghetto for three hours ! 


Rome.—RKecent letters from Rome inform us that a great 
reaction is manifesting itself regarding the treatment of the Jews. 
The Cardinal-Vicar has just issued an order to the Jews to dis- 
charge at once their Catholic servants. Thus is Jewish emanci- 
pation in Italy tottering towards its grave, which was dug by the 
unjust and mean interference of the French in the affairs of 
Rome, from which she is now suffering, but, as usual, the Jews 
suffer the most. ‘I fear,” writes one correspondent, “ that we 
shall soon behold again the disgraceful gates of the Ghetto.” 


Oren.—RELEASE OF THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES.—We are 
informed that the wardens and committee of the Jewish commu- 
nity here have been liberated, and that the war-tax has been 
remitted to a fine of 573,915 fl. (about £48,000), to be paid in 
six terms, with a penalty of 500 fl. for each day’s delay. This 
falls heavily enough upon the Jews, when it is taken into consi- 
deration that they have yet to pay up the instalments of the tole- 
ration-tax, besides 1,000 f. every month towards the support of a 
military hospital, Alas! that Austria has not learned from the 
late revolution that trampling upon the weak will not advance the 
cause of the strong. 


FrRANKFORT.—The Constitutional Assembly introduced some 
alterations in the bill for regulating religious affairs on its second 
reading. The following articles are most important :— 

Art.9. All are equal before the law. ‘The state knows of no 
privileges of birth, of person, of family, of religion, of standing, 
or of place. The state recognises no differences of rank. Nobility 
ceases to be a distinct rank. 

Art. 12. Public offices are accessible to all creeds; capability 
alone regulates the qualification, which the laws of the state- 
service further define. 

Art. 32. Every member of the state has perfect freedom of 
religion and conscience. No one is compelled to manifest his 
religious convictions, or to join any religious sect. 

Art.33. Every member of the state is unrestricted in the 
domestic or public exercise of his religion. Crimes and offences 
which are committed against the exercise of this freedom are 
punishable by law. | 

Art. 34. Religious confession is neither imposed upon nor 
restricted in the enjoyment of civil rights. | | 


Art. 35, No one is compelled to an act or solemnity instituted 
by the church. No one is compelled to keep the days of rest of 
any religious sect. The general days of rest are appointed by 
the civil law. Sunday is a general day of rest. 

Art. 56. The form of the oath is limited to the words: ‘I 
swear it, so help me God.” 


Hanover, 3lst Oct.—Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore have 
arrived here, for the sole purpose of paying a visitto Madame Adler, 
the venerable mother of the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain. Sir 
Moses has alighted at the British Hotel. 


Risinc Jewisu TaLent Liverroot.—We are gratified 
to learn that the first Divinity Prize at the Royal Institution has 
been awarded to Mr. G.S. Yates, who, from his previous success 
at the above institution, bids fair to become a useful member of 
our community. 


TRIBUTE TO A TRUE FRIEND. 


In thee I look upon a friend, 
Enhanced each time ’s the pleasure ; 

Kind heaven to mortal cannot send 
Nor better, richer treasure. 


For who shall know, when Fortune smiles, 
The faith of summer-friends ? 

For who can test the hollow guiles 
False heart to false brow lends. 


The bad coin wears as bright a face 
As others pure and true, 

Until ‘tis worn, then fhat ‘tis base 
Is soon expos'd to Fiew. 


The false friend shrinks when clouds obscure 
The sunshine of success ; 

How few the chilling winds endure 
Of winter's bleak distress ! 


But I have known no change in thee, 
Mid storm, or calm, or ill; 

And all that thou hast been to me 
I feel thou wilt be still. 


Yet, let me live to see the day 
When more than will is mine ; 

I then, perchance, may part repay 
The thousand boons of thine. 


Though acts of mine no graces show 
Such as in thine abound ; 

For thine were done ere thou didst know 
What grateful heart hast found. 


Nor deed of mine can ever prove 
Aught more than honest pay— 

Fruit ripened on the tree of love 
Thou sow’det in former day. 


But should occasion never rise 
To pay in more than praise, 

Then may my prayer reach yonder skies 
‘To grant thee happy days; 


And many years of tranquil joy 
Through life of longest lease ; 
A life of bliss without alloy, 
A death in fearless peace. ee 


— 


REASON AND FaitH.—God has created two great lights: the 
greater light to rule man’s busy day, that is, Reason ; and the 
lesser light to rule his contemplative night, that is, Faith. — But 
Faith herself shines only so long as she reflects some bright illu- 
mination from the brighter orb. 


In a course of friendship, some difference of character, even a 


little roughness or acidity, make relish to the palate; as olives 


may be served up with effect as well as sweetmeats. 
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JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


@" Correspondents are respectfully informed that no notice can be taken 
f Anonymous Communications. 
A Thankful Hebrew” is informed that we cannot insert anonymous cOom- 

munications, They must be privately authenticated. 

Rev. J. Oxlee, and other correspondence, is unavoidably deferred. 

Reeerved—Report of Peace Congress at Paris, R. H. Aaron, another Letter 
by the Rev. J. Oxlee, and the conclusion of Michaclis Silverstein s 
ari Ue 


lage 2s. col. 2, line 36, after “college,” read, “ either in the metropolis, or,” 
etc 


-- 


Davy of General Thanksgiving. 
MHURSDAY NEXT, the 15th instant, having been appointed to be ob- 
| served as a day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God for having abated the 
grievous disease with which many places in this kingdom have. been lately 
visited, Prayers will be read in the Synagogue, anda Sermon will be delivered 
by the Rev. Chief Rabbi. . 

Divine Service will commence at 2 o’clock in the afternoon precisely. 


Dreadful Case of Destitution and Starvation. 
TIYHE following Donations have been thankfully received for the Relief of 
| ISAAC BROWER and Family, a detailed narrative of whose heart- 
rending case appeared in the columns of the -/: wish Chronicle of Friday last. 
the gentlemen who have undertaken to raise Subscriptions with deep regret 
announce that. since the advertisement last last week, BOTH THE MOTHER 
AND Tlik Seconnp Son, AGED 17 Years, have died, making Four who have 


fallen victims to the horrible poverty to which this unfortunate family had 
hecome reduced. They also are sorry to add, that another of the Children 
is im a bad condition. 
Pir J Chronicl— Pov Messrs. Boam and Silvcr— 
Mr.and Mrs, Louis Lucas (per Sundry Collections of Small 
Michael Meyers, 9, Gt. Por Rev. Aaron Levy 
- 1 Mrs, Abraham Levy, 
Me parrett Mevers;Cratched burv-square - - 
r Barnett Mevers, do.- 0.5 © Mr. I, Isaacs, Duke-street - 0 10 0 
Adam Spelman, Mrs. A, Cohen, Little Alie- 
Guildford-: Mr. M. Jacobs, Steward-st.- 0 5 
tus - | 1:0) Mr. Skit, Bishopsgate-street 0 5 0 
Mir. S. Castie-street - ln hand oF Rev. D. W. Marks—~ 
isditeh O © Colleetedfrom Members of his 
Delries  - Congregation tothis date- 20 0 
Merl ()x- Per Mi. Tsaue Lion 
‘ord-s t Mir. Samuel Moses - 
\ he) - - JO Mrs. Morson - - 
Nr. Alfred Cohen . - Q ¢ Frend 
\ (x. A Willing, Manchié ster O M. - - - - 
Mire. dsane Russel] - Mr Merks, Alfred-place -- 0° 5. 0 
Mr. Levy. Sheftield™ - - Mr, M. Lawrence. 
Par Pool 4 6 0 Mr. Marks, Oxford-street - 0 5 0 
tor Food, Medical Attendance, Clothing, 


Donattons will be thankfully received by the Proprictor of the Jewish 
Chronicle, 24, Houndsditch; Mr. Isaac Lyon, 55, Margaret Street, Cavendish 
square, Mr. Moses Boam, 19, Castle Street, Whitechapel; Mr. Samuel Silver, 
Contcectioner, 11, Bell Lane, Spitalfields; Mr. Lyon Gabriel, Dentist, 79, 
Fenchurch Street; and by Mr. Isaac Vallentine, 132, Houndsditch. 


Va? 
st. James's Place. 
Established A.M. 5600—1840 Enlarged A.M. 5602—1842. 
PaTRox, Rev, Dr. N. M. ADLER. 


| thes Governors and Subscribers are respectfully informed that a Supper 
in aid of the Funds of the above-named Society will take place on 
Tuesday Evening, lith De ember, 1849, at Howard's Coffee House, St. 
James's Place, Aldgate. Biehets, 2s. Gd. each. to be had of 
Mir. Isracl Isaacs, President, 34, Duke Street, Aldgate; of Mr.Jonas Jacobs, 
V.P., 1. St. James's Place; of Mr. Moses Lazarus, Treasurer, 24, Duke Street ; 
and of the Secretary, at the Asylum. 
November, 1849, 


F. D. SOARES, Secretary. 
Applications for Tickets to be made on or before the 6th December. 


An Apprentice 


\ *ANTED to the Wholesale Haberdashery, Toy, and General Fancy Trade. 
Apply to L. Ahiborn and Co., 48 and 50 Whitechapel, Liverpool. 


Youths’ Benevolent Society, 


HE Committee of this Society hereby give Notice that they wil} meet on 
Sunday, the 2nd of December, to Relieve Three Youths. by Per ay 
them with such means as may enable them to obtain an honest livelihood 
Applicacations to be made in writing, previous to Sunday, the 25th Noy. 
addressed to 
LEWIS H. ISAACS, Hon. Sec. 

Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Stree+ 
A Concert in aid of the Funds of this Charity will be given on the Ist of 
January, 1850. Further particulars will be duly announced. — 


Orphan Charity for Clothing, Educating, ana 
Apprenticing Fatherless Children. 


HE Committee of the above Institution give notice, that there are a: 

present Vacancies for Three Boys to receive Clothing and Education. 

and to be Apprenticed. Further particulars may be obtained on application 

to the Secretary, No. 5, Houndsditch. 
By order, 


— 


S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


Scholsstic. 


YOUNG LADY of the Israclitish faith, and much accustomed to Tuition. 
} is desirious of obtaining a situation as Resident Governess. She is evr 
petent to impart a thorough English Education, with the French 
and the Elements of Latin, German, and Drawing. 
go abroad. 
~ All additional particulars to be obtained by letter only, addressed, pre-paid. 
to X., at Mr. Solomon’s, Hebrew Bookseller, 5, Houndsditch. 


Young Person, twenty-four years of age, a native of Brunswick, who is 
A perfect mistress of Millinery and Dress Making, wishes for a Situation 
as Lady’s Maid in a Gentleman’s family, or to take care of one or two Chil- 
dren. Can teach the Hebrew and German languages. References from he: 
last situation. Has no objection to the Country. Please address, H. Ste- 
phany, 31, Foley Street, Portland Place. 


Lancuage. 
She would not obi Ct te 


AS Lady's Viaid, &c. 


Jewish Commercial Boarding and Lodging 
hiouse, 
No. 44, Paradise Street, opposite the Town Hall, Birmingham. 

RS. SINAURS gratefully returns thanks for the Patronage she bas 
received since the opening of her, Establishment to her Friends, Com- 
mercial Travellers, and Strangers, and trusts by strict attention to the comiort 
of those Gentlemen who may visit Birmingham, to insure a continuance 0} 
their favours, and, combined with economical terms, to merit a share 0! 
public patronage and support. 


To Woung Men acquainted with the Tailoring 
and Clothing Business. 
HYAM and COMPANY, Liverpool, are in want of Two Assistants. 
, Apply by Letter, stating Age, where last Employed, and salar) 
required. 


= 


To Cloth Cap Makers. | | 
N Experienced Yerson, who understands thoroughly the fone Ho 
A Conducting of the Cloth Cap Trade, is wanted. For Cards, app!) 
Mr. Himes, Tailor, 5, Brown’s Buldings, St. Mary Axe. 


Wedding Presents.—Papicer Mache. 


HE greatest variety and the most tasteful of this fashionable te 
at Wholesale Prices, at the Manufacturers, Chess 
R20. Oxtord Street, near Soho Square; viz., Pearl inlac’ Tea 
and Flower Tables, £1 10s.; Chairs, 14s. 6d. ; Pole desks 
Trays, with Pearl, £1 Is. per set; Work-boxes, from 
£1. 12s.; Knitting-boxes, 10s.; Port-folios, 7s.; Card-cases, 


Tue TRADE AND Country DEALERS SUPPLIED. | 


A 


‘oct to teach 
small family, or as Companion to a Lady, and step eel cenerally 
the German language to one or two Children, and ma ‘ aller 5, Hounds- 
useful. Apply by Letter, D. J.,at Mr. Solomon's, Booksele!, 
ditch. | 
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As Housekeeper or Companto™ 
TAT j Englan¢ near, 
GERMAN YOUNG LADY, having resided In Sng in & 


